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BIGGER is not always bet-
ter when it comes to schools
that guide their students to
university,

Ranked among the top
Victorian schools in the per-
centage of university appli-
cants offered courses are

secondary schools.

Donald High School and
Boort Secondary College,
both in northwest Victoria,
rank 23 and 31 respectively
from 422 schools covered by
the latest measure of excel-
lence.

Donald principal Ron Cor-
rie was delighted with his
school’s performance, but
not surprised.

“We encourage the kids to
do their best and have a go,”
Mr Corrie said.

But what is the secret to
continued outstanding aca-
demic success?

“It's a combination of fac-
tors: the community, the
parents, good kids who have
an expectation to do well,
good role models, exeellent

two of the state’s smallest

5uccess story: Former Donald High students Luke Bourchier (left), Chelsea Hawkes, Katie Shaughnessy,
Annalie Gitmore and Nat Clark. Picture: ALEX COPPEL . .
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staff, and co-operation be-
tween the local schools,” he
said.

Cherie Andrews has three
children at Peter Lalor Sec-
ondary College and two
more she plans to send
there.

The scheool has ranked
lowest in Vietoria by the
percentage of university ap-
plicants who are offered
courses,

The northern suburban
school has been criticised
for its comparative Iack of
academic success, but Ms
Andrews believes it iz doing
its best, and improving.

She says the school is
suffering as a result of unfair
government funding poli-
cles.

“If we had the same re-
sources as the private
schools, we’d come up to par
with them,” she said.
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“Is it evén a course that".'
the student wanis to get

into?” Mr Perton asked,

“These courses in many .

cases have ENTER scores
below what we called ‘faxied’
2{ years ago.”
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