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HE weakness of
Australia’s
political system is
. laid bare most
starkiy in education.

Six states, two
territories, eight school
curriculums.
Ridiculous! Forget the
economy, it’s the
curriculum, stupid.

Federal Education
Minister Julie Bistiop’s
call for a commeon
national curriculum is
timely and sensible,

Transferring
responsibility for school
currienium from state
and territory education
bureaucraciesto a
national board of
studies would remove
duplication, save
millions of doliars and
benefit students whe
meoved interstate.

It would alspleadtoa
renewed emphasis on

Government.imitated
its predecessor and
spent many more
millions of dollarsona
second version of the
CSTF, only to conclude it
was too complex and
too hard to understand.
It is now spending up
big on the Victorian
Essential Learning
Standards, or VELS,
which hasreplaced the
CSF. Some aspeets af
VELS have been sent
hack for redrafting;
others will surely follow.
Victoria’s education
bureaucracy has, for
more than a decade,
burdened teachers with
“husy” eurricuium
work. It has wasted
their time and
distracted them from
the more important,
task of teaching,
Victorian
governments of both

beasts’

higher standardsin the
tragitional academic
disciplines of
mathematics, science,
history, geography and
language.

Deeplearning and .
higher order thinking
skills ean be developed
only through the
explicit teaching of
these great bodies of
wisdom established
over millennia.

A national curriculum
would prepare the way
for a wniform schoot
starting age, a cormnmon
year 12 certificate and a
nationwide system for
reporting student
achievement and
assessing school
performance.

Julie Bishop is right to
direct eriticism at
education bureaucrats,
rather than at teachers.

InVictoria, the
Kennett-led
government gave
millions of dotlars to its
kureaucracy to develop
and implement the now
diseredited Curriculum
and Standards
Framework, or CSF.

The Bracks

‘The journey will not be easy; our state
education bureaucracies are powerful

political persuasions
have failed to make a
difference in education.

The state-devised
school curriculums of
the Kennett and Bracks
years have noi lessened
the educational
inequality first
portrayed in the school
performance dats of
1996 and stubbornly
reiterated by the data of
2005.

Itistimetomovetoa
national curriculum.

The journey wilt not
be easy; our state
education
bureaucracies are
powerful beasts.

They will ferociousiy
defend their territory, to
the death. Butif
Australia is to remain
competitivein an
increasingly globalised
economy, then we must
move to a uniform and
rigorous national school
curricutum.

Julie Bishopis
showing admirable
leadership. Lead on,
minister.

Russell Boyleis an
education consuliant
www.russaitboyie.com
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