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Redraft the History Drafi!

THE draft Austraiian senior Medern History curricuium ‘is heavily focused on
revslutionary strugples, colenial eppression and women's struggie for equal-
ity. It neglects Australia's British reots and institutions and its military history’
{Sunday Herald, 23/8/10:4). The newspaper article continues: "Historian An-
drew Garvie said the course agenda should be alterad te give a more halanced
view of history. This apgears to be a very trandy, right-on curriculum. It [ooks
heavily influenced by a Marxist view of history - there’s mugh about revelu-
tion and struggles against oppression. [t seems to me students will be given
bits of history to study. They may not gain an appreciation of the whals of
an ara or century. Education consultant Ryssell Boyle said the history curricu-
lum was tco selective. The ancient history curriculum spans the periad fram
pre-history to 500AD, while the periad of investigation in the draft modern
history cusriculum is from the late 18" century through to the end of the 20™
century. There is much in the period in between that would despen students’
understanding of the events and issues that hsve shaped humanity and our
centemporary world' (ibidam).

History is an interpretative discipline. So when the period of time under inves-
tigation is tao narrow, as appears to be the case in the draft senier Medern
History curricufum, students are likely to attribute |evels of significance to
the events and issues being studied that are disgroportionate to their actual
importance in a broader and deeper view of world avents. it may be better to
equip sur students, at least in year {1, with a witer historical perspective and
a more comgrehensive picture of the past before asking them to intsrpret the
significance of & particular revoiution, sccial movement or struggle against op-
pression. Hopafully, the draft senisr Moderr Histary curricelum wilt undergo
substantial revision before it is implementad in Australian scheols.
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