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DAVID HASTIE

AUSTRALIA is facing a
shortage of specialised senior
school mathematics teachers,
one of Vietoria's maths
teachers has warned.
Describing the ‘current short-

age as “a crisis”, Russell Boyle,’

Pean of Mathematics at the pri-
vate Ruyton Girls School, said

senior maths teachers needed to.

be paid significantly more to,
keep them from turning their
back on the education system:
‘He said the average wage for a
senior maths teacher, between
$60,000 and $80,000, was not

‘Underpaid, no career

enough. Mr Boyle said it was
time a school's best teachers

- were among its highest earners.

“Y¥ou have to offer appreciably
higher salaries because you have
te compete with a number of
other professions,” Mr Boeyle
said.

“Why would you go into
teaching when you can earn

‘more money doing something -

else and have a better career
prospect?

“It has to be significantly
more, otherwise you just won't
attract young peop]e ta the pro-
fession.”

Mr Boyle said students in-
creasingly were turning away
from more difficult maths sub-
jecks. )
After universities drépped the
VCE subject spema}mt mathsasa

prerequisite for engineering de-.

grees, he had seen a significant
drop in the numbers of stadents

undertaking the tough subject.

While he acknowledged
studying maths was a challenge
$or most students, he said schools
needed to stress the impartance
of completing maths subjects.

“¥m finding it increasingly
more difficult to get (students} To

" persevere when they dom't re-

quire specialist maths to go on to
university to do things like en-
gineering,” Mr Boyle saic,

. “We've got a shortage of stud-
ents studying .advanced maths

and that's coming through now

to the profession. )

"There just aren't enough
people to actually teach.

"So it's a bit of a vicious circle
and it's only going to get worse
before it gets better,”

Mr Boyle said all schools were
finding it hard to replace experi~
enced maths teachess.

“To get into a position to teach
senics secondary school math-
ematics takes a long time,” he
said.

“If you haven't got young
people coming through studymg
arlvanced mathesnatics, it’s going
to take them even longer.”
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