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EDUCATION experts have cntl—: -
cised the Federal  Government’s -
new My School website for being
difficult to use and failing to com—,'.‘

pare schools properly. . :
Education consultant Russell Boyle

said the new database, which posts

performance data on every school in

Victoria, did not make it easy for-
parents to compare schools in a par-

ticular area.

similar schools,” he said.

schools were offered. In some cases,

the nearest Melbourne. secondary -
’ " said the table went only part way to

school was not included.

“The fact you can look up your own .

school is a big plus. The Federal Gov-

ernment and ACARA (the Australian -

Curriculum, Assessment and Report-
ing Authority) deserve a big tick for
persisting with this in the face of viru-
lent opposition from the teachers”

100k at statlstlcally sumlar schools for

a particular high ; schooI you‘are givern- .

‘information about -a” lot of . pnmary__

schools which is next to useless.” :
““It’s unwieldy. Why would you warit -

_'to see data on primary. schools 'when'

you are looking for information on

" -high schools and mdepgndent schools

m 4 particular area?” : :
Mr Boyle said the database seemed- :

;'.to be designed to avoid the construc- :
“You can’t easily get a feel for where_ : :
a school is — looking at stahstically

thIl of league tables.: :
“It is very difficult . to- compare-

E schools They seem to have avoided, as

And when the Sunday Herald Sun *
looked for comparative data on six -
Melbourne high schools, on each oc- !
casion data on dozens of interstate .

much as possible, any realistic com-
parison on the website. - .
SAnd you . can't export the data'

" which effectwe]y blocks any creatlon

of league tables.” <
Teaching acaderic 'Phil” Smythe‘-

giving parents the ablhty to comparei
their school with others in the area, -
"“The site is designed so you can't

rlmmedlately see how your. school

compares with others. You need to
spend a lot of tune lookmg at the data
and taking notes,” he said.’ :



